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Vision of the Zululand Conservation Trust 
 
Our mission at the Zululand Conservation Trust is a commitment to the conservation of endangered 
species whilst maintaining and supporting partnerships with neighbouring communities. The Trust was 
established in 2011 in order to achieve a common dream between a group of devoted wildlife enthusiasts, 
our Trustees. This year, in 2021, we are turning 10 years old, that’s 10 years of impact that we can reflect 
on and be proud of what we have achieved. Based in the stunning setting of northern Zululand, we 
recognise the fundamental need to involve, empower, educate and support local communities, in order to 
achieve effective and lasting conservation. 
 
The Zululand Conservation Trust has developed partnerships both big and small across the years with 
individuals, organisations and companies, both within South Africa and across the globe. We aim to target 
regional conservation and community projects, in order to facilitate a far-reaching impact throughout the 
greater Zululand region. 
 
 Each year, we reflect on how far we’ve come and set new goals for the future – a rewarding and inspiring 
process. Looking at how we have grown throughout 2020, in such strange and unprecedented times, we 
are proud of what we have achieved, and would like to share our progress with you in the pages below. 
 
We are able to fund our wide variety of projects through generous donations from individuals, businesses 
and organisations, as well as our own fundraising events. All of our funding is focused towards our two 
main types of projects: 

 Community upliftment, with a keen focus on the betterment and empowerment of previously 
disadvantaged black communities, in adherence with the B-BBEE initiative. 

 Conservation of endangered species, specifically wild dog, black and white rhino, and the newly 
introduced population of Temminck’s pangolin, or Ground pangolin (Smutsia temmnckii). Our 
conservation projects also include the Zululand Rhino Orphanage. 

 
10% of all donations to the Zululand Conservation Trust is assigned towards our admin fees, enabling us to 
function efficiently, and run our projects effectively on the ground. All donations we receive are tax 
deductible, can earn BBBEE points, and are allocated according to sponsors’ wishes.  
 
We are excited to share this detailed review below on our accomplishments throughout 2020.  
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CEO’s Report 
 
As another year draws to a close, and what a year 2020 has been – I don’t think any of us expected the 
worldwide COVID-19 pandemic to have had the impact it has had, certainly many people were more 
prepared for the long haul than I was. I never expected it to last as long and have the devastating impact 
that it has. That being said the resilience, the positivity and the dedication that South Africans and more 
importantly the staff and friends of the Zululand Conservation Trust and Manyoni Private Game Reserve 
have shown has been nothing short of mind blowing. 
 
As you all know, the impact of the lockdown was massive and more so on the communities of Northern 
Zululand – our Zululand Conservation Trust team on the ground swung into action and with support from 
Buzi Cash & Carry, Project Rhino, Kingsley Holgate, Rhino Sands and many other donors Frances Hannah and 
the ZCT staff were able to feed over 50 families at regular intervals throughout the lockdown. 
 
In March 2020, we realised that our conservation levies would drop to zero, that the support we receive 
from friends and donors to the ZCT was going to be severely negatively impacted. It was during Skype and 
Zoom calls that we were having, where we were discussing what exceptional steps could be implemented 
to raise funding to fill the shortfalls, that Amy and Joshua Attenborough proposed a 19-day unsupported 
walk, with water drops only, through all properties of the Manyoni Private Game Reserve. What an 
experience Wild Again for 19 was, the walk gathered exposure and momentum which led to brothers Jonty 
and Dave Bozas undertaking Wild Again for 20. These warriors for wildlife, along with huge support from 
friends and corporates, raised in excess of R 750,000. An amazing feat and I salute them and the support 
team that made these events possible. 
 
The backbone of our fundraising is the Rhino Ride which usually takes place in August of each year. With 
lockdown still in place and with restricted event size, we believed we were going to have to cancel. Then 
when regulations eased in September, and with unbelievable support from ZCT and Manyoni staff we were 
able to ‘stitch together’ a shareholder’s ride where shareholders hosted riders at their lodges, adhering to 
COVID distancing and limited numbers. The event proved very popular and raised in excess of R 200,000. 
 
Highlights of the year were: 

- The release of 2 white rhino back into the wild 
- The introduction and release back into the wild of a number of rescued pangolins 
- The reintroduction of a wild dog pack 
- The implementation of Community Vegetable gardens at the creches we fund 
- School and community event support 
- Many more projects implemented by our amazing staff 

 
As my report draws to a close, the common thread of each highlight is to comment on my amazement of 
the support and help we have received from our staff and our friends and so I humbly thank you from the 

bottom of my heart, thank you, thank you to one and all. 
 

I hope you have enjoyed a blessed festive season and may 2021 be a slightly easier road to travel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Attenborough 
CEO & Trustee of the Zululand Conservation Trust 
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Meet the Zululand Conservation Trust Team 
 
The CEO and Trustees 

The Zululand Conservation Trust CEO and Trustees at the 2018 Gala Dinner.  
From left to right: King Nkosi Zulu – Patron; David Attenborough - CEO and Trustee; Murray Collins – 

Trustee; Todani Moyo – Trustee; Don Airton – Chairman and Trustee 
 
Kelly Williams - Administrative Manager 
Kelly is a core functional component of the Zululand Conservation Trust. Since inception, Kelly has donated 
her time into the bookkeeping, structure and running of the finances. Kelly works full time and has recently 
become a mom (congratulations Kelly!), but her dedication and commitment to the Zululand Conservation 
Trust has never wavered, and she continues to be an immense support and pillar of our team. We would 
be lost without Kelly and her spreadsheets!  
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Frances Hannah – Zululand 
Conservation Trust Project 
Coordinator 
 
Since starting in January 2016 as 
the Zululand Conservation Trust 
Project Coordinator, Frances has 
become the go-to for all aspects 
of operations on the ground. 
From managing community 
projects, to supporting 
conservation work, coordinating 
project ground operations, 
hosting partners and sponsors, 
managing relations, social media 
and running the fundraising 
events such as the Zululand 
Conservation Trust annual Rhino 
Ride, there really isn’t much 
Frances doesn’t do! 

 
Simoné Marshall-Smith – newly-appointed Manager of the Zululand Rhino Orphanage.  
 
Simoné grew up exploring 
farms and visiting reserves 
around South Africa and so her 
love for nature and the 
outdoors started at a very 
young age. She completed her 
FGASA through Bhejane 
Nature Training and then went 
on to complete her BTech 
Nature Conservation through 
Nelson Mandela University 
which sparked a passion to 
preserve and protect the 
natural environment. She has 
worked in conservation and 
with wildlife vets in a number 
of different parts of the 
country but loves being back in 
Zululand where her journey 
started. Simoné loves the 
small creatures just as much as 
the big ones; she is a bird nerd 
and has recently developed a 
keen interest in amphibians 
and reptiles too. 
 
We would like to wish Simoné 
a warm welcome to the team. 
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Jabu Nkosi – Head Rhino Carer for 
Zululand Rhino Orphanage 
 
Jabu has been a rhino mom since the 
inception of the Zululand Rhino 
Orphanage in 2017. Her skills and 
compassion for the animals in her care 
has grown over the years and she is 
extremely comfortable with each animal 
and knows their personalities and quirks 
like any mom would. Jabu is responsible 
for running the ground operations of the 
orphanage and takes pride in her 
position. She has developed a wealth of 
knowledge over the years and is always 
prepared to welcome new calves into 
our facility when the need arises.  

 
Nokwanda Mabuyakhulu – Rhino Carer for 
Zululand Rhino Orphanage 
 
Nokwanda joined our team in 2018, and her 
husband has been a long-standing white 
rhino monitor for Manyoni Private Game 
Reserve, so their family has developed a 
deep connection towards the protection, 
care and conservation of rhino populations in 
the area. Previously a housekeeper, 
Nokwanda is a clean queen and has put her 
passion for clean and tidy spaces into gear at 
the ZRO making sure everything has its place 
and is kept tidy at all times.  

 
Sithembiso Makhanyela – Maintenance 
Manager for Zululand Conservation Trust  
 
Sithembiso is a master-of-all-trades, who joined 
the team after working part time on a building 
project, and we are delighted to have him on-
board. He has been instrumental in making the 
Zululand Rhino Orphanage a homely space for 
carers and volunteers, by building outdoor 
couches, roofing, APU barracks and so much 
more. Sithembiso also helps manage relations 
between Manyoni and local communities, playing 
a pivotal role in the reserve employment scheme, 
conflict resolution and project implementation 
through intensive community meetings and 
discussions. He was awarded the Community 
Award at the AGM for outstanding performance 
in community relations.  
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Farewell to Megan Lategan – former Zululand Rhino Orphanage Manager 
 

Megan came to work at the newly-built Zululand Rhino Orphanage in 2017 with a passion that engulfed 
everyone in her path, she created a safe place for orphans that deserved a second chance in life and 
created a great team that shared the same passion to care and love the animals just as much she did. 
Megan created systems to make the admin of the Zululand Rhino Orphanage run smoothly. There were 
many ups and downs, life and loss which comes hand in hand with rehabilitating compromised animals, 
but she never lost sight in what she believed in – her passion for animals – and the full dedication as the 
Manager of the Zululand Rhino Orphanage. We appreciate and thank you for your hard work! You gave 
three hippos, two buffalos, two black rhino, one zebra, one elephant and eight white rhino a second 
chance in life and you will always play a big role in the history of the Zululand Rhino Orphanage. We wish 
you well in your future, and know that you are always welcome back ‘home’ to see your babies.  
 

Farewell to Julia Rugheimer – Zululand Rhino Orphanage Coordinator 
 
Julia’s creative and bubbly personality 
was a welcome addition to the team at 
the Zululand Rhino Orphanage, and her 
love for the rhinos, hippos and Mystique 
our K9 doggo was BIG. Julia has an 
incredible creative talent and we were 
very lucky to have her doodles, social 
media updates and movie making skills 
on our team. Julia was incredible with the 
volunteers and made everyone feel at 
home immediately. Joining our team as a 
volunteer, she then became a permanent 
carer, and when Megan left she moved 
into a head carer position and ran the 
team in the interim before Simoné 
arrived. We wish Julia the best of luck in 
her future adventures rehabilitating 
animals in Canada, they are lucky to have 
you and your passion for animal wellness.  
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS 
 

Rhino Ride 2020 – Shareholder Edition 
 
Rhino Ride is an awesome adventure event, hosted annually by the Zululand 
Conservation Trust since 2012 on Manyoni Private Game Reserve. Cyclists of 
all abilities get a unique opportunity to spend a weekend camping and cycling 
through the pristine and breath-taking scenes and wildlife found in a Big 5 
Game Reserve. Participants are invited to experience nature at its finest, whilst 
getting involved in fundraising as well as raising awareness of key conservation 
issues. Proceeds go towards our community and conservation projects.  
 
Despite an uncertain outlook, we were fortunately able to carry out a ‘Shareholders Edition’ of Rhino Ride 
in 2020 on the weekend of 11th – 13th September. As she does every year, Frances Hannah set about the 
process of planning and logistics for the occasion, with the added complication of strict adherence to 
COVID restrictions. Thanks to the staff, managers and shareholders of Manyoni, the event was a huge 
success and safely run from start to finish!  

 
 
The two-day cycle route covered 70kms 
of carefully prepared route, with a 
mixture of roads and single-track 
snaking through the epic thickets, rivers 
and visas throughout the Manyoni 
Private Game Reserve.  
 
As you can see from the elevation 
profiles here, no route was for the faint-
hearted!  
 
From top to bottom: Day one half route, 
day one full route, and day two full 
route. 

Day 1 
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This year, despite being unable to run our normal event, the Zululand Conservation Trust managed to raise 

a staggering…. 

R 211,201!! 
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Thanks to…  
 
Rhino Ride would not be the memorable event it is if not for the sheer 
generosity of participants, shareholders, dedicated managers and 
enthusiastic staff of Manyoni Private Game Reserve.  
 
We would like to specifically thank: 
 

 Ivor van Rooyen for the use Luleka Safaris workshop as Rhino Ride 2020 base station. 
 Karen Odendaal and Dane Antrobus, for route planning, preparation, and marking, and for managing 

marshalling. The 2020 route proved very popular with the cyclists. 
 Murray Collins for the Poison City beer donation.  
 Noel Otto for the Spar Hluhluwe donation of wors and rolls for the lekker river braai at the finish line  
 Miroda Otto for the baked goodies on the water tables. 
 Spar Group and Encore for providing water table goodies, such as sweets, bars, and energy 

supplements, as well as sunblock for our goodie bags – this donation was very generous and leftovers 
were used for field work and community projects for the next 6 months! 

 Dan Stevens and Garrick Geldenhuys from Mavela Game Lodge, for the use of Marco Polo, for building 
the camp and installing a boiler there for the Attenborough group of cyclists and supporters. 

 Rudene Brown for the sponsorship of On-The-Go fusion snacks for the water tables. 
 Stefan Terblanche for supplying Lemonlicious drinks to quench the thirst of cyclists at water tables. 
 USN for providing electrolyte sachets, energy drinks, power bars and shakes for all the riders.  
 Qualchem for their kind donations of hand sanitisers for the goodie bags. 
 Nu-Eco for travel sized hand sanitiser and hand sanitiser spray bottles. 
 Uzwelo Bags for cost pricing the endangered wildlife shopper bags. 
 Chris Watkins for the sponsorship of Glenwood wines.  
 Esjay Sports for the epic rhino socks in each goodie bag. 
 LT Printers for our brand new route signage and flyers. 
 Lizzard for a discount on the epic water bottles for our goodie bags. 
 Jarryd-Michael Ramdial, our official photographer and all-round helper with anything and everything. 
 To the incredible group of volunteers who dedicated their weekend to the smooth running of the 

event; Jill and Andy Stuart, Leno Sierra, Izzy Rowles, Carol-Ann and Russell Lloyd, Monique van Rensburg 
and Johan Potgeiter, Jarryd- Michael Ramdial, FP Aucamp and Adam Parker. 

 Mike Harker for spontaneously offering us the shirt off his back to auction and raising R5000 for the 
Rhino Ride cause. The cycle shirt was framed by winning bidder Bruce Hughes and is hanging in the 
Manyoni Bush bar, the only appropriate place for the “creative” design.   

 
To our shareholders that got on board, invited their friends and family to stay in their lodges you were the 
driving force behind the success, and allowed us to work within the COVID restrictions, so thank you to the 
following families; Attenborough, Watkins, Haynes, Otto, Morris, Leclezio, Harvey, Collins, Wilson and Flack 
for participating and cycling in the Shareholder Rhino Ride. 
 

https://www.lulekasafaris.com/
https://poison.city/
https://www.spar.co.za/Home/Store-View/SUPERSPAR-Hluhluwe-KwaZulu-Natal
https://mavela.co.za/
https://www.weronthego.co.za/
https://lemonlicious.co.za/
https://usn.co.za/
https://qualchem.co.za/
https://nu-eco.co.za/
https://www.uzwelo.co.za/
https://www.glenwoodvineyards.co.za/
https://www.esjaysports.co.za/
https://ltprinters.co.za/
https://lizzardonline.com/collections/flasks
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And finally to all managers, marshalls, helpers and friends who assisted with the successful running of the 
weekend – THANK YOU – from photography to bartending to flipping burgers, packing goodie bags, 
marshalling – the event wouldn’t happen without your dedication! 
 

We hope to resume hosting Rhino Ride in 2021, so:  
 

SAVE THE DATE: 27th – 29th August 2021. 
 

Follow the Rhino Ride website and Facebook page for more information! 
 
 

https://zululandconservationtrust.org/rhino-ride/
https://web.facebook.com/RhinoAdventureRide
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Wild Again Challenge 
 

Wild Again For 19 
 
On the 10th June 2020, Josh and Amy Attenborough began the 
Wild Again For 19 challenge, a 19-day trek through Manyoni in 
an effort to fundraise for support of rangers and the wildlife 
industry suffering the effects of COVID-19.  
 
Amy and Josh switched their phones to flight mode and only 
used them to capture their experience out in the wild. Each 
day, Frances uploaded an update on the day’s events to 
highlight all that rangers and the wildlife industry are striving to 
protect. You can catch up on the 19-day adventure here.  
 
The elements were tough. There was wind, unexpected rain, 
the odd argument, 3°C night-time temperatures, and not to 
mention scarce food supplies, which meant that hunger 
became a big player in the challenge. By the end of the 19 days, 
Josh and Amy had raised just over R 700,000 – a phenomenal 
achievement, especially in the time of COVID-19. Big thanks to 
the corporate sponsorship from SPAR and Encore who handed 
over a R300 000 cheque in support of the fundraiser. Amy and 
Josh were featured in Getaway Magazines themed article 
named Walking with intent through Africa.  
 
A big thank-you to all the property managers of Manyoni 
Private Game Reserve for supporting this fundraising drive and 
allowing Josh and Amy free reign of the reserve for their big 
adventure. Thank you also to Mavela Game Lodge for hosting 
the Attenborough family and East Coast Radio for their 
welcome back. Both the Zululand Conservation Trust and 
Manyoni received some fantastic exposure on East Coast 
Radio, as the story was aired on the breakfast show with Kerri 
Miller. Kerri and her team joined us for a night at Mavela and 
participated in a rhino dehorning the following morning – an 
awesome opportunity to show KZN the importance of what we 
do on the ground to keep rhino populations safe in protected 
areas. You can read more about the dehorning with East Coast 
Radio here. Or WATCH the dehorning here! 
 
Esjay Sports Rhino Range  
Inspired by Josh and Amy’s dedication to rhino conservation, 
Sarah from Esjay Sports, created a limited edition sportswear 
RHINO RANGE, which includes tights, shorts, socks and bras. 
The Zululand Conservation Trust gratefully received a portion 
of the profits from each sale. The range was launched on 1st 
September 2020, and Esjay donated R 62 000 towards the 
Zululand Rhino Orphanage from both the sale of Rhino Range, 
and a virtual running for rhinos event, which they hosted on 
Instagram.  

https://zululandconservationtrust.org/conservation_project/wild-again-for-19/
https://www.getaway.co.za/wildlife/game-parks/walking-with-intent-through-africa/
https://mavela.co.za/
https://www.ecr.co.za/shows/east-coast-breakfast/keri-joins-rhino-dehorning-mission/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gbx9ckji7cI
https://www.esjaysports.co.za/
https://www.esjaysports.co.za/post/the-rhino-range
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Wild Again for 20 – passing on the baton 
 
Brothers Jonty and David Bozas who were 
following the Wild Again For 19 challenge, 
were inspired to carry on the campaign with a 
Wild Again For 20 mission, with 20 nights in 
support of rhino conservation. 
 
Linking up with photographer Ross Wildlife, 
there was a lot on interest to film the brothers 
on their adventure into the wild, and so 
videographer Garth joined the brothers on 
the first 5 nights and then the last 5 nights.  
 
On the 3rd August 2020, they set off for 20 
nights across Somkhanda Community Game 
Reserve and Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 
all in the name of contributing towards the 
rhino management plan of Manyoni which 
includes rhino dehorning, security and the 
Zululand Rhino Orphanage. 
 
With an incredible donation by Cape Union 
Mart, the brothers were equipped with all the 
gear they needed, from shoes to hammocks. 
Thanks to e’pap which kept the brothers fed 
each day. A big thank-you to Chris Small who 
sponsored flights between Somkhanda and 
Manyoni, and later joined the brothers with 
Joe Pietersen for a hands-on experience in the 
bush. 
 
We had huge help with water drops from guys 
helping out on the reserve over lockdown, big 
thanks to Chase Kurucz, Donald Davies and 
Quinton Paul Josop for getting stuck in and 
delivering charged radio batteries, fresh water 
and anything the guys needed.  
 
Fundraising was tough going for the brothers, 
but we were able to dehorn a black rhino with 
funds raised, and this was a great contribution 
towards the Manyoni rhino management 
programme. Thanks to Yvette Taylor who was 
driving the campaign via the Lawrence 
Anthony Earth Organization platforms.  
 
A huge thanks to African Spirit for 
accommodating the Bozas family and for 
hosting the welcome back braai in celebration 
of their 20 nights in the bush.    

https://www.epap.co.za/
https://www.earthorganization.org/
https://www.earthorganization.org/
http://www.africanspiritgamelodge.co.za/
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COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
 

Community Crèche Support – Christmas Parties 
 
At the end of November, the Zululand Conservation Trust hosted end-of-year 
Christmas parties for 106 children in the 3 pre-schools we support:  
1. uBhejane pre-school in Sekane community that has 17 kids taught by 

Lethiwe. 
2. Mbuzeli Crèche in Vungame community has 62 kids taught by Ivy. 
3. Mzamoyethu Crèche in Inkukwini community that has 27 kids taught by 

Mrs Qwabe.  
 
The Christmas party is always a highlight for the children and staff, as it allows 
us to show gratitude to our teams of hardworking teachers and cooks for their 
dedicated work in keeping the children well-fed and safe throughout the year, 
especially despite the difficult times brought on by lockdown and the global 
pandemic of COVID-19.  
 
Nevertheless, spirits were high, and there was music, games, cake and a hearty venison potjie for all to 
enjoy. Each child received a brand-new toy, toothbrush and toothpaste, facecloth and soap, school bag, 
hand stitched teddy and colouring-in sheet with crayons.  
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The Mzamoyethu Crèche had a graduation ceremony for all the children going into Grade R, and the 
graduation gowns were out, and an awards ceremony held.  
 
Thank you to the following contributors for making 
these children’s Christmas a special one: 
 Warriors for Africa’s Wildlife (WAW), for their 

generous contribution of a hand stitched teddy, 
sweets, crayons and colouring in sheet. 

 Kelly Andrews (Luthuli), who donated toothbrushes 
for each child, and Kate Van Laun (Luthuli), who 
donated 2 soap bars and a facecloth for each child, 
and some extra toys.  

 

The Zululand Conservation Trust continues to 
support all 3 of the pre-schools with monthly 
food drops and general maintenance. Due to 
the national lockdown, it meant the schools 
were closed for longer periods than usual, but 
we continued to support the schools with food 
drops and food parcels throughout the hardest 
of the lockdowns. We also made tremendous 
progress on the school gardens and food 
forests which you can read more about under 
The Mandlakazi Food Sovereignty & Ecological 
Restoration Program. 
 

School starter packs 
 
Thank you to Jeremy Nel, who 
we met at Rhino Ride 2019, for 
his very generous donation of 
school shoes for kids in need.  
 
Further to this, he got in touch 
with a friend, Gayle Winship at 
Keep The Dream Foundation 
who donated 150 school starter 
packs which we gifted to our 
Grade R and Grade 1 classes at 
Manyoni Primary School.   

http://keepthedreamfoundation.co.za/
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300 Charity Challenge  
 
With the onset of COVID-19, the Zululand Conservation Trust put out a call 
for donations to help feed local rural communities. Our request was met 

with an impressive response, and we were able to distribute 

587 food parcels 
to communities bordering Manyoni. 
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The drive was initiated on social media as the ‘300 charity challenge’ where you 
could feed a family for R300. Buzi Cash and Carry were quick to jump on-board and 
discount food items to fit into our price bracket. They also donated strong bags to 
hold the food, and for every 50 parcels purchased, they generously donated 10 
more full parcels.  
 
The support we received was amazing and caught the attention of Kingsley Holgate (via Project Rhino) & 
Nkombe Rhino who were doing a similar drive with 5kg parcels of nutritious porridge parcels called 
‘Feeding the Wildlife Community’.  
 
We teamed up with Kingsley Holgate and Nkombe Rhino and added porridge packs to our existing food 
parcels. Qualchem also donated hand sanitiser to add into the first round of food parcels – a vital addition 
for rural communities living through COVID.  
 
As we moved further into lockdown, we remained committed to distributing food parcels, Kingsley Holgate 
was monumental in linking us to organizations looking to link their parcels to needy homes, and Richard 
Mabanga helped to transport the donations to our doorstep in his rhino rig! And so an incredible 
partnership formed, and we started to receive food parcels that were donated by Ashton Families who 
Care, His Way Outreach and Grace Family Church. In the beginning of August, we received an incredible 
donation of 50 food parcels, and then another 40 parcels at the end of the year. We are extremely thankful 
to have been able to distribute these parcels in such a great time of need. We also had ongoing support 
from Do More Foundation with blue porridge packs which we were able to distribute into the pre-schools 
and neighbouring homes. There has been great support from Manyoni and it’s shareholders in this project, 
such as Rhino River Lodge, which has been working with the Eastern communities to provide Induna 
Fakudes’ community, KwaNgwenya, with nutritional family food packs – thank you for assisting in this 
project – the wider community did an incredible job pulling together to support families in need.   

https://nkomberhino.org/
https://rhinoriverlodge.co.za/
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We have also 
partnered with 
Millstone Flour & 
Just Flour who have 
donated over 200 
loaves of bread to 
our community, big 
thanks to Lou 
Badenhorst for 
delivering the bread 
for us to distribute 
into the 
communities on our 
Western boundary.  
 
We are working on 
collaborating our 
Just Flour donations 
with the community 
micro-bakery 
project. We hope to 
provide the bakery 
with premixes that 
will assist with 
continuous 
breadmaking. 
 

https://justflour.co.za/
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500 Wonderbags to 500 Homes!  
 
The Wonderbag is a revolutionary non-electric slow cooker that - thanks to Sarah Collins generosity - will 
enable 500 homes to use a lot less fuel when cooking. Thank you Sarah for the hugely generous donation 
of 500 Wonderbags for the communities surrounding Manyoni. 
 
We worked with five indunas – Fakude in KwaNgwenya, Timba in Sekane, Amos in Manyoni, Agripe in 
Vungame and Buthelezi in Inkukwini – asking them to each identify 100 homes that would benefit from the 
use of a Wonderbag. Each person filled out a form detailing their monthly fuel consumption, type of fuel, 
food they cook and cost, as well as their personal details. This enabled each person to be matched with an 
ID number, and the data was sent back to Wonderbag for use in marketing. The community members were 
extremely grateful for the donation, and along with the food parcels we are proud to be able to equip 
them with such a useful winter donation.  
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The Mandlakazi Food Sovereignty & Ecological 
Restoration Program 
 
The Mandlakazi Food Sovereignty & Ecological Restoration 
Program is a partnership between ACT (African Conservation 
trust), the Zululand Conservation Trust, Manyoni Private Game 
Reserve, and Roots Up (Netherlands). Initiated in July 2019: 
 

 
Since inception, these milestones have been achieved: 

 Food gardens developed and rain tanks installed at pre-schools in 
all 3 communities adjacent to Manyoni.  

 5-day Permaculture training course for each community. 

 Development of a complete “Demonstration garden” (phase 1b) at 
Mzamoyethu Crèche in Gudlintaba. 

 Rory Clarke provided monthly permaculture support, mentorship 
and additional resources to the project for May to December 2020.  

 Conducted homestead interviews for 100 households. 
 
Our goals for 2021: 

 Complete Phase 1 by developing another two-permaculture 
demonstration gardens in the Vungame and Sekane schools. 

 Develop a specialized “Ecological Restoration Nursery” to supply 
plant material to the project for landscape restoration in the 
project area. The nursery will also grow plant material to be used 
in the “forest gardens” at the homesteads. 

 Develop “partner tree nurseries” in all 3 communities. 

 Start phase 2 - proposal for broader ecological restoration and 
working at the homestead level.  

 
The pre-school gardens are thriving – community members are looking after 
the beds and watering the food forests, which will provide fruit in good time. 
We look forward to the potential of this project to empower future farmers 
of our community. Many thanks to Rory Clarke (left) for running the project, 
and his time, skills and patience to make this project the success that it is. 
Thanks also to project facilitator Zimisele Luthuli, who has been based in each 
community, launching the project and training community members and the 
future farmers. None of this would have been possible without the funding of 
donor Olivier Van Walsem, which combined with his passion, insight and 
enthusiasm, is a powerful force helping this project to succeed.  

“Our ultimate goal is to develop our rural communities in such a way that 
they can deliver foodstuffs and other products directly to the park. This 

without degrading their surroundings, but actually improving them…. The 
secondary goal is to make these communities into prime examples for 

surrounding communities. We want to make them the foundation for the 
development of their neighbours. The reserve will benefit through the 

delivery of fresh produce and shorter supply lines. Hopefully, this will reduce 
poaching pressure from the communities and increase intel from these 

communities regarding poachers from further afield… If we want 
communities to care for their direct environment or neighbouring wildlife 

areas, we have to give them a direct stake in it. Therefore, our motto 
‘Development and Conservation Integrated’.” 
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Warriors for Africa’s Wildlife (WAW) 
 

We have been very fortunate to form a 
long-lasting friend and supporter in Julia 
Nicolson, one of the founding members of 
WAW, who has shown unwavering 
dedication towards both our conservation 
and community projects.  Julia is always 
looking for ways to supply our rhino carers, 
rhinos, community children and teachers 
with warm winter woollies and toys.  

 
WAW is a global group of crafters assisting the conservation of 
wildlife, under the motto “Where Crafts Meet Conservation”. 
Through various crafts such as knitting and crochet, WAW produce 
blankets for orphaned baby rhinos, meerkats, chimps, elephants and 
any other wildlife that is rescued, rehabilitated and released. They 
have supplied blankets, beanies, scarves for our Zululand Rhino Orphanage Rhino Carers and Manyoni’s 
Anti-Poaching Rangers. 

Blankets For Baby Rhinos (BFBR) UK 
 
Blankets For Baby Rhinos UK is a craft conservation group that 
supports wildlife orphanages and anti-poaching units, by 
supplying them with knitted and crochet blankets and clothing. 
They also use their crafts to raise funds for beneficiaries to 
supply much needed equipment and animal feed. Additionally, 
they dedicate efforts supporting impoverished communities 
bordering wildlife reserves in an attempt to educate local 
people about the value of their local wildlife. 
 
We are incredibly fortunate to be a beneficiary of BFBR UK, and were the grateful recipients of a generous 
donation of R13 150 towards Zimisele’s milk fund. Our friends at BFBR also made sure that each child from 
all three crèches was kitted out with a warm blanket, scarf and beanie in winter 2020. A big thanks to Elisa 
Best and all your crafters for you continued support, and for our 2021 BFBR calendar!  
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Community soccer tournament success  
 
The annual soccer tournament was held on the 
Vungame soccer field on 22nd–24th December 2020. 
The popular event saw 20 teams from the 
surrounding areas participating for the grand title.  
 
Along with entertainment, the Zululand Conservation 
Trust donated the following prizes, totalling R16,439:  

 Trophy – R 1,339.  

 Cash prizes – R 14,100.  

 Referee fee - R 1,000. 
 
The Manyoni reserve team made it to the second 
round but were defeated early on in day two. All 
players were awarded a t-shirt and bucket hat, kindly 
donated by Andrew Campbell from Oilco.  
 
A huge thank-you to Goodman Mafuleka for once 
again organising another seamless event. Manyoni 
Private Game Reserve donated a buffalo towards the 
tournament which was enjoyed by all teams present.  
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New shoes for the whole of Manyoni Primary School. 
 
On the 6th October, in the mud and rain, we made the first of many special deliveries to Manyoni Primary 
School, where school students were the lucky recipients of 498 brand new pairs of school shoes, Lion shoe 
polish, socks, masks, pen and Uzwelo string bag.  
 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, each grade attended school for one week a month, so 
from October through to December, a weekly distribution of school shoes was 
established. A huge thank-you to Lion Match Brands and Blue Sky Society Trust for 
choosing Zululand Conservation Trust to benefit from the Soul2Sole campaign. Thanks 
to Rob Harvey of Umganu for allowing us the use of his home to host the Blue Sky team 
and Lion Match team.  
 
We are excited to be partnering with Blue Sky Society Trusts Soul2Sole project in 2021 which will see Obani 
Primary School on Manyonis’ North Western Boundary get new school shoes in March/April – we can’t 
wait to work with Carla Geyser and her team again on this awesome project!  

https://www.lionmatch.co.za/pages/12179/csi
https://www.blueskysociety.org/
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Mandlakazi matric camp support 
 
Each year, the Zululand Conservation Trust supports the Mandlakazi High 
School matric camp, where matric students campout in one of the school 
classrooms to study for their upcoming final exams.  
 
In the past the Zululand Conservation Trust has assisted with the costs of 
food, security and overtime tutors. This year due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
the students were unable to camp at school. However, the principal – Mrs 
Nzimande – kept the school open and accessible between 17:00 – 23:00, so 
that the students could utilise the classrooms to study in a well-lit focused 
study area.  
 
The Zululand Conservation Trust provided all the students with some good 
luck items – t-shirts, hats and porridge for each child to have a good 
breakfast. Manyoni Private Game Reserve also donated an impala towards 
the evening meals for the students.  
 
A big thank-you to Andrew Campbell who donated and delivered a wide 
variety of items to our community schools – and thanks also to Poen Haynes 
for coordinating the donation – we received 7 school desks for 7 schools, 700 
t-shirts, 171 bucket hats, and a pallet of paper.  
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Community dehorning 
 
Thanks to a generous donation from Over and Above Africa members, we were able to take 20 community 
learners on a rhino dehorning on the 18th January 2020. 10 children from Manyoni Primary, and 10 
children from Mandlakazi High School eagerly woke up extra early to participate in this incredible 
experience.  

https://www.overandaboveafrica.com/
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We picked up the learners from the Northern and Western Manyoni Reserve gates, to set off on their 
awesome experience. Thank-you to Hlekani Game Lodge for kindly lending us a game viewer to transport 
the children.  
 
The learners were briefed on the reasons behind dehorning rhino populations and they asked many 
questions about the procedure and how to stop wildlife crime. Once the rhino was successfully darted, we 
were able to get up close with the children and allow them to feel the rough skin, help collect DNA samples 
and measure the horns as well as analyse the horn to see it is nothing more than a lump of toenails!  
 
It was an incredible process to watch for all involved, and the students really engaged with the experience. 
Thank you to Rob Harvey of Umganu for accommodating the film crew. You can watch a video here on the 
dehorning with the school learners. Big thanks to Over and Above Africa for their ongoing support.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hlekani.com/lodge
https://vimeo.com/395112933
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Community bakery 
 
We are excited to announce that 
at the end of 2020, a micro-
bakery was established on the 
Western Boundary community of 
Manyoni. Cherry Armstrong and 
Siya Mpanza from Celebrate Life 
have trained four local women in 
the Vungame community how to 
use a newly installed micro-
bakery fire oven.  
 
The training was comprehensive 
in baking, selling and buying. The 
bakery is running out of Nelly 
Myeni’s home and the ladies take 
turns baking the goods every 
afternoon and selling their goods 
in the community in the morning.  
 
The business is thriving and 
generating an income for four 
homes, as well as providing the 
rural area with fresh bread, pizza, 
snowballs and muffins. We would 
like to extend a big thank-you to 
Cherry for empowering our 
community with a micro bakery 
and to Siya for training the 
women in the art of baking. We 
were very impressed with how 
efficient the training and set-up 
went and are delighted that 
Vungame community now has 
access to freshly baked goods 
without having to drive to Mkuze.   

https://celebratelifesa.org/
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Community clothing donation 
 
In December 2019, the Zululand Conservation Trust received an incredible 
donation of over 2,000 garments from David Simpson of Alley Cat/Blanc 
Clothing. This clothing was sold via gate guards, our Zululand Rhino 
Orphanage staff and community members. All sales went straight back into 
our community project funds.  
 
Any clothing that is too damaged for resale was donated to Mrs.Myeni in the 
Manyoni community who owns a sewing machine. She turned these 
damaged garments into facemasks for community members to use in town.  
Special thanks to David Simpsons continued financial support of our 
community projects via the Victor Daitz Foundation.  
 

 

Springbok Legends come to Manyoni 
 
During Lockdown Level 4, Stefan Terblanche brought the SA rugby Legends, Custom Apparel Clothing and 
FutureLife to Manyoni, in order to deliver an incredibly kind donation of 300 boxes of Futurelife and 140 
packs of clothing. Big thanks to Poen Haynes for arranging the visit, and to Bayete Zulu for hosting the 
Legends. 
 
Despite a tremendous downpour, the Legends arrived in full force in the pouring rain to hand out their 
generous donations. Watch the video here. 

http://www.daitzfoundation.org/
https://www.sarugbylegends.com/
https://www.custom-apparel.co.za/
https://youtu.be/9hwuOhMuj0Y
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CONSERVATION PROJECTS 
 

Pangolin Conservation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet Leno Sierra, an inspirational Mexican woman who is rehabilitating and rewilding Temminck's ground pangolins 
captured from the horrific illegal wildlife trade back into Zululand, where they’ve been locally extinct for decades.  

 
Leno is no stranger to the Zululand Conservation Trust as she worked at the Zululand Rhino Orphanage in 2018 

rehabilitating rhinos with Megan Lategan and has always been keen and willing to help us with fundraising events. We 
are so proud of Leno taking on this role to rehabilitate pangolins back into the wild. For anyone who has met her will 
know that her passion, enthusiasm and dedication towards these animals is monumental and you immediately get 

swept up in her mesmerising stories. 
 

Leno has a very active social media presence, and she puts a lot of energy into raising awareness and actively engaging 
with her followers, both in Mexico and across the globe. 

https://www.instagram.com/lenosierra/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/lenosierra/?hl=en
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Pangolins are the most trafficked animal in the world due to them being poached for their meat and 
scales that is used in Traditional Chinese Medicine, and as a delicacy in various regions across Asia, 
especially China and Vietnam. There are eight species of pangolin in the world – four species from Asia and 
four species from Africa. 
 
Leno works hand-in-hand with the African Pangolin Working Group (APWG), and the Johannesburg Wildlife 
Veterinary Hospital to manage the rehabilitation of confiscated animals. These organizations carry out 
high-risk sting operations to intercept the live pangolin trade by busting smugglers and rescuing the 
pangolins from poachers – often stashed in terrible conditions. The rescued pangolins are usually very sick, 
dehydrated and suffering various injuries depending on their handling and length of time spent in the 
illegal trade. They are treated and restored to health, with the aim to rehabilitate them back into the wild.  
 
Once a pangolin is well enough, the animal is then transferred to Leno’s care, where the individual goes 
through an often-painstaking process of the soft-release stage of rehabilitation. By working alongside the 
executive director of APWG; Nicci Wright and Chairman Professor Raymond Jansen, Leno is able to identify 
suitable release sites, and monitor the soft release progress of each pangolins’ journey. With the project 
successfully initiated on Phinda Private Game Reserve, Manyoni Private Game Reserve became the next 
suitable candidate for a release site.  

 
When ready for release, the pangolins 
are carefully fitted with both a VHF 
and satellite tag unit. These units have 
varying battery life, depending on their 
settings. For more frequent location 
updates, the battery life is used up 
much faster than for less frequent 
location updates. This, in combination 
with the nature of wild pangolin living, 
which involves scrambling across and 
through rocks, trees, thorns, snags, 
and even occasionally having to deal 
with a curious lion or hyaena – means 
that there really no guarantees how 
long a tag will last! A pangolin may 
need a new satellite tag every year, 
but it is very possible that replacement 
is required more often!  
 

 

https://africanpangolin.org/
http://www.johannesburgwildlifevet.com/
http://www.johannesburgwildlifevet.com/
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No aspect of pangolin conservation is for the faint-hearted. Pangolins often spend most of the day 
burrowed deep into the ground. As nocturnal creatures, they generally come out at night to feed on ants 
and termites. Therefore, the process of rewilding pangolin is long and dangerous, both for the pangolin 
and for the incredible humans like Leno who are monitoring them. Working in a Big 5 game reserve at 
night requires an ability to work in unfavourable conditions, and working with pangolins demands a great 
deal of patience. It can be very unnerving – you have to be on high alert, and operate swiftly and 
effectively in the field in order to locate and weigh the pangolin quickly, safely and without incident. Often 
the terrain is challenging to say the least – pangolins love rocky hills, deep drainage lines and areas of 
impossibly thick bush. But the determination to conserve this species by likeminded people, has seen this 
project off to a flying start. 
 
A truly enormous amount of gratitude to Leno for overseeing our pangolin conservation program. She 
essentially had to become nocturnal in order to effectively monitor them, and when going out into the 
field, you just don't know if you will be gone for an hour or eight hours! A monumental thanks also goes to 
those who volunteered to assist Leno, on top of their full working days, to assist with the tireless work of 
pangolin rehabilitation – Adam Parker, FP Aucamp, Nico Bestbier, Chase Kurucz, Donald Davies, Johan 
Potjieter, Frances Hannah, Simoné Marshall-Smith, Nicholas Greef, Jason Gipson, Michaela Crous, Etienne 
Gerber and his APU team, Dane Antrobus, Karen Odendaal, Julia Rugheimer, Caitlin Markham and Kayleigh 
Webber. Many thanks also to Dingo Dinkleman, for creating awareness and raising just over R 16, 000 
towards our pangolin project –you can watch his video here.  
 
Love Africa Marketing covered the story of Cory the pangolin, shining a light on the vital work we are doing 
to protect this species. You can watch the video here. Thank you to Casey Pratt for the images following 
the monitors in motion, feeding in the wild, weighing to determine successful weight gain from feeding 
and the terrain the team work in to provide the most natural setting for soft release back into the wild.  
 
The Zululand Conservation Trust has committed the financial support in rewilding pangolins back onto 
Manyoni. The costs associated with this focus on monitoring, satellite tags, VHF tags, monitor salaries, 
equipment and veterinary costs, making sure each and every animal gets the best chance at a wild life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approximate costs for one 
rescued Pangolin: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Help us to raise awareness and 
funds for pangolin reintroduction 

and conservation in Zululand. 
 

 

Satellite tag R 18,000.00 
VHF  tag R 3,500.00 

Veterinarian: treatment/tube 
feeding/drips/Bravecto 

R 14,000.00 

Monitoring equipment: 
torches/telemetry receiver and 
aerial/scales/batteries 

R 30,000.00 

Staff salaries/diesel R 20,000.00 

TOTAL R 85 500.00 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCClR-MRfULImkoNYqh8C-Yw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vwaw4WckBaE
https://www.loveafricamarketing.com/cory-the-pangolin-a-conservation-success-story/
https://youtu.be/OzE4zxCtpaY
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Leopard Survey and Conservation   
 
Manyoni Private Game Reserve has put in 
lots of work to determine the population of 
a leopard population on the reserve, and 
although we do have leopards residing on 
the reserve, they are extremely elusive.  
 
It is common for a young reserve to have 
cats that shy away from vehicles and 
humans. Therefore, in order to habituate the 
Manyoni leopard population, the ecology 
team launched the leopard camera trap 
project.  
 
Efforts are being made to track leopards, and camera traps are being set up in their territories. By creating 
a cycle, we hope to habituate the leopards to human presence. The Zululand Conservation Trust places 
value on these magnificent animals and is dedicated to the valuable data that can be maintained from this 
type of monitoring.  
 
By identifying individuals, we can start to build ID kits and gain a better understanding of leopard 
movements, home ranges and territories. The Zululand Conservation Trust has donated funds towards 
camera traps and equipment to successfully launch and maintain this project. 
 

“2020 saw much better results. In summary, 6 camera trap sites had 60 leopard sightings, of which 5 were different 
individuals. Three new individuals were discovered in 2020 and added to our ID kit. 

 
In general, the number of physical leopard sightings are slowly increasing and we had far greater success in 2020 with 

getting individuals on camera for identification. We were lucky this year with no serious camera breakages or losses due to 
elephant damage etc. We upgraded our battery system to increase the life span of the cameras in field and have been 

getting much more photos of leopard as a result. Our current population breakdown is also looking better with 2-3 adult 
females and 2-3 adult males. Historically, our population was more biased towards males, our current population is much 

more conducive for the birth and successful rearing of cubs and hopefully we will start to see animals being born on 
Manyoni that stay on Manyoni, rather than moving into other areas due to pressure from males etc.” 

 
Dane Antrobus, Wildlife Manager, Manyoni Private Game Reserve 



     

 37 
 

37 

Wild dog conservation 
 
Wild dogs were introduced to Manyoni Private 
Game Reserve in 2014. On the 25th January 
2020, a bonded pack of wild dogs was released 
on Manyoni Private Game Reserve. The 
bonding process took longer than anticipated, 
but the pack were finally showing signs that 
they were ready. We invited Ndunas from four 
communities surrounding the reserve to attend 
the release as an educational and relationship-
building experience, with a strong emphasis on 
the importance of conserving wild dog 
populations in South Africa.  
 
We offered for the indunas to give the pack a name, and they chose a very fitting name of ‘Siyavikela’, 
which means protection.  
 
We hope that through engaging communities and community leaders in conservation activities and 
awareness-raising, we will facilitate greater cooperation from communities neighbouring Manyoni going 
forward, especially relating to issues relating to human wildlife conflict.  

 
Wildlife ACT have done incredible work in monitoring this new pack – well done and 
a huge thank-you to the monitoring team Kayleigh Webber and Caitlin Markham for 
the incredibly long hours put in to tirelessly keep the Siyavikela pack safe.  
 

The Zululand Conservation Trust is committed to funding the costs of monitoring and protecting this pack, 
and the end of 2019 saw us putting funding towards snare removals, darts, and helicopter flying costs.  
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The Siyavikela pack is doing extremely well and growing in size. In 2020, the pack gave birth to 3 male 
pups, and then at the end of October another 8 pups were born! 11 is by far the largest number in 
Manyoni’s history of pups born in one year to survive to three months. 
 
The start of 2021 has seen us putting funding towards the snare removal from one of the male dogs and 
the wound stitched and treated. We then had four unsuccessful snare removal attempts on the 2nd male, 
but were finally successful at the end of January 2021, the snare was removed and the dog was treated. 
This shows us that our constant financial support of this pack is crucial in handling emergency operations 
such as snare removals. Well done to Dane Antrobus, the Wildlife Manager of Manyoni for his ongoing 
management of the wild dog pack – fantastic work.  
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The Zululand Rhino Orphanage 
 

The Zululand Rhino Orphanage is a major project of the Zululand Conservation Trust. Since opening our 
doors in April 2017, the facilities and orphans have grown in leaps and bounds.  
 
With a sad farewell to Megan Lategan, who has moved not too far away, and to Julia Rugheimer, who is 
moving to Canada to follow her dream job rehabilitating animals in a very different setting, we would like 
to warmly welcome our new Zululand Rhino Orphanage Manager, Simoné Marshall-Smith. Simoné, who 
will be working alongside the existing team of staff Jabu, Nokwanda and Sithembiso, to keep the facility in 
top condition day-to-day, and that the orphans are cared to and carefully monitored on a daily basis.  
 
We look forward to seeing Simoné’s passion and interest in the smaller creatures (birds and reptiles) come 
into the daily activities of the Zululand Rhino Orphanage and the Zululand Conservation Trust.  
 
As each year passes, we are ever-increasingly grateful for all who cross our path. We are especially grateful 
to our vital volunteers, who give up their time and effort to come and get their hands dirty with day-to-day 
work and upkeep of the rhino orphanage facilities and orphans.  
 

Volunteering at the Zululand 
Rhino Orphanage gives people 
exposure to real-life 
rehabilitation work in action, 
and raises awareness of just 
how much it takes to 
rehabilitate rhino orphans, in 
order to achieve our ultimate 
goal of returning them to the 
wild. This is what we measure 
our success on. 
 
This year, we have had a 
monumental success with the 
successful release of two of 
our white rhino orphans 
Makhosi and Mpilo, onto 
Somkhanda Community Game 
Reserve, where Mpilo spent 
the first year of his life before 
being found next to his 
poached mother in April 2018.  
 
Despite the monumental 
challenges that have faced the 
globe throughout 2020, this 
successful release has been 
much-anticipated, and we 
couldn’t be happier as we 
witness the positive outcome 
we all worked so hard for – it 
truly has paid off, and thank-
you to all those involved.  
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Security 
 
Due to COVID-19 we had to say goodbye to the Project Rhino APU team and welcome Manyoni APU 
rangers to our team. Our security barracks have been upgraded with a 6-meter converted container from 
Guy Murray at Container Conversions and an R 80, 000 donation from Dominic Gallello, which was used to 
build a bathroom and kitchen for the rangers. Thank you for this crucial assistance in our security 
operations.  

 

Volunteers of the Zululand Conservation Trust 
 
Our 2020 volunteers have been a huge help in providing much-needed relief to the Zululand Conservation 
Trust, Zululand Rhino Orphanage, and Manyoni Private Game Reserve management team. It has certainly 
been a tumultuous year, with the onset of COVID-19 and devastating, far-reaching consequences. We are 
incredibly grateful to our volunteers for their incredibly willing attitudes to get stuck in and help out 
wherever needed, and assistance with much-needed funding, which has provided immense relief to our 
teams on the ground who work day-and-night to keep the reserve and its wildlife safe, protected, and well-
managed, throughout the global turmoil that 2020 has brought. 
 
Adam Parker (May – November 2020) 
 
Adam voluntarily worked for the Zululand Conservation Trust and Manyoni throughout lockdown. He took 
a hands-on role, assisting with anything and everything across the reserve, from Rhino Ride, to security 
work with Anti-Poaching Unit, fenceline work, game counts, reports, admin, video editing, orphanage 
work, social media, assisting with pangolin reintroductions. No task was too much for Adam, and he 
jumped at every assignment with enthusiasm like no other. Both teams at the Zululand Conservation Trust 
and Manyoni are very grateful for all the hard work and input. Thank-you Adam! 
 

https://container.co.za/
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Chase Kurucz and Donald Davis (28th July – 7th September 2020) 
 
Chase and Don started off volunteering for a few days with us, and this turned into volunteering for six 
weeks! They helped out with many aspects of both Zululand Conservation Trust and Manyoni, and were a 
huge asset to the team, especially during the lockdown period where the extra hands were very 
welcomed.  
 
Chase couldn’t get enough of his experience with us and has 
since accepted a position as Assistant Manager of Manyoni 
Private Game Reserve. We congratulate him on the 
appointment and wish him all the best in this new position!  
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Jarryd-Michael Ramdial (5th – 25th September 2020)  
 
Jarryd-Michael initially came to the reserve as a guest and 
then decided to spend some time volunteering behind the 
scenes. He has a real talent behind the camera and helped us 
out hugely with professional footage of the orphans and 
social media content. Jarryd was willing from the get-go, 
assisting with anything from weeding to official 
photographer for the Rhino Ride 2020 – Shareholders 
Edition. We thoroughly enjoyed Jarryd-Michael’s keen and 
positive nature, and ability to adapt to any situation. Thanks 
for all your help Jarryd! 
 

 
Grace Christie (5th October – 5th December 2020) 
 
Grace came to volunteer at the orphanage and 
fitted in right away. Unafraid to get her hands 
dirty, and keen to get stuck in with orphanage 
and reserve work such as dehorning operations, 
assisting with game counts, as well as pangolin 
monitoring at night.  
 
Grace was always making friends and forming 
bonds with everyone she met – both humans and 
animals. The orphans, Mystique and of course, us 
humans miss her! Thank you helping us out, 
Grace! 
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Paule Garnero (1st January – 15th March 2020) 
 
Paule joined us at right at the start of 2020 and may still be with us if it wasn't 
for the national lockdown. Unfortunately, she had to fly back to France in 
March. Paule loved spending her days at the Zululand Rhino Orphanage – her 
stay spanned some of Zululand’s hottest months, so it was hot and sweaty 
work, but she always got involved and very much enjoyed spending time with 
the animals. Paule assisted the Zululand Conservation Trust with data capture 
and joined Frances to assist with her community project work a number of 
times, such as with food drops and school shoe donations. We definitely hope 
to see her again in the not-too-distant future! You were such a great help 
Paule, thank-you! 

Alex Juawo (13th May – 12th July 2020) 
 
Alex is an experienced guide at Leopard Mountain. During Level 5 lockdown, all lodges were closed, and 
despite this setback to his work, Alex decided to be pro-active and make use of his lockdown by 
volunteering for the Zululand Rhino Orphanage, who were short-staffed.  
 
He was a great help, getting stuck into daily boma cleaning, feeding the rhino orphans, and the hippos. 
Alex was also a great help to our Community COVID-19 Food Relief Programme, assisting with vital food 
drops to the communities and Crèches surrounding Manyoni Private Game Reserve. As no stranger to the 
bush, Alex is very familiar with the likes of rhinos and hippos, but he enjoyed learning about the amount of 
effort and dedication it takes to look after our endangered species and encourages everyone to play their 
part in trying to save our wildlife. Alex was a joy to have around, a real mood-booster for all who work 
alongside him, and a hard worker. Thank you for your efforts and for choosing to spend your time to 
support us through lockdown, Alex! 
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You can volunteer with us too! 
 

Email Simoné to find out more about our volunteer programme: 
orphanage@zululandconservationtrust.org 

 
Murray Harrison and Wilmie van den Hever (30th May – 4th June) 
 
A big thank you to Murray Harrison and Wilmie van den Hever, who were guides at Rhino Sands and Rhino 
River respectively. The couple volunteered at the Zululand Rhino Orphanage for a week, and lent a much-
needed hand to the improvement of the facilities during their stay. They made a beautiful garden in front 
of the Zululand Rhino Orphanage office and added improvements to volunteer living area with pallet 
couches, a coffee table, wheelbarrow herb gardens and vegetable gardens. Thanks for all your help – we 
hope to welcome you both back soon! 
 
Donne and Jamie Hudson (19th June – 3rd July) 
 
Donne and Jamie are sisters who were studying abroad in the Netherlands. They got 
stuck in South Africa due to grounded flights and chose to spend their time 
volunteering with us at the Zululand Rhino Orphanage. The girls got stuck in helping 
care for the rhino orphans, but also assisted with community projects and helped 
hand out 500 Wonderbags to rural 
community members. They were also 
part of the welcome home crew for 
Josh and Amy Attenborough return 
from Wild Again for 19.  
 
The girls were a big help to the rhino 
carers, and it was great to have their 
happy and go-getter attitudes 
around. Thanks for all the help, 
ladies! 
 
Tristan Holgate (5th July – 26th July) 
 
Tristan shadowed Dane Antrobus, the Manyoni Wildlife Manager. He was 
based at Zululand Rhino Orphanage and paid his rent by mucking out bomas 
and assisting the rhino carers with maintenance. He assisted Dane with 
critical wildlife darts and can be seen in this image with a darted cheetah 
ready for relocation. Thanks for your help Tristan!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:orphanage@zululandconservationtrust.org
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Orphan Updates 
 

Storm – back in the wild! 

Storm is a male black rhino who was orphaned in December 2015, and returned to the wild in early 2019. 
He was fitted with a foot collar and regular monitoring enabled him to adapt to his new wild life. As part of 
wild rhino population on Manyoni Priavate Game Reserve, he slotted into the Manyoni rhino dehorning 
program. Since his release, in March 2020, his horn was trimmed, in order to keep him safe from poachers, 
and he was fitted with a new radio collar.  
 
Thanks to the following lodges and guests for joining in the experience to cover the cost of the procedure; 

• African Spirit Game Lodge for sending 6 guests 
• Rhino Sands for sending 3 guests 
• Bayete Zulu for sending 6 guests 
• Leopard Mountain for sending 1 guest 

 
Storm continues to amaze us with his independence and strength – he is doing so well in the wild! 
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Mahkosi and Mpilo – back in the wild! 
 
We would like to celebrate a success story very 
close to all of our hearts as we witnessed the 
release of Makhosi and Mpilo back into the wild. 
None of this would have been possible without 
the support of Helping Rhinos and their 
supporters, including Rhino Tears Jewellery, for 
their financial support with the release. Helping 
Rhinos have been a constant support since day 
one of Makhosi and Mpilos story.   
 
Makhosi and Mplio were introduced to each other 
at the Zululand Rhino Orphanage with about a 
year age gap between them and have since 
become inseparable. Due to this strong bond, it 
was decided to release them together when the 
time was right. Watch it here. On the 4th October 
2020, Makhosi and Mpilo moved to Somkhanda 
Community Game Reserve to be free and wild 
once more. The Aspinall Foundation and Albus 
Environmental donated the funding needed to 
relocate the rhinos for Wildlands.  
 
On the morning of their departure, they were 
darted, dehorned, loaded into crates and driven 
to their new home. They were released into and 
kept in a boma on Somkhanda for a few weeks to 
give them some time to get used to their new 
surroundings and monitor their stress levels. 
When all signs were positive– it was time to open 
the gate and let them walk free!   
 
They were released back into the wild on 10th 
November 2020 when the boma gate was opened 
and they could finally go free. Seeing them walk 
into freedom was such an amazing feeling. This is 
exactly the reason why we (as a facility and 
organisation) exist; to take in injured or orphaned 
calves, rehabilitate them and then return them 
back to the wild where they belong and where 
they can have a second chance at life. Makhosi 
and Mpilo are a huge success story and are very 
happy to report that they are often sighted in 
their new home wallowing in dams, making 
friends with other rhinos, resting under trees and 
chasing cheeky lions away. 
 
Thank-you to The Expediton project who helped us 
tell the story – watch here. 

https://www.helpingrhinos.org/adopt-a-rhino-orphan/
https://www.rhinotears.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sqq6m9cZjqk&t=17s
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CIAP6psAJTg/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
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Charlie and Moomin 
 
Charlie and Moomin – our two resident 
hippos at the Zululand Rhino Orphanage 
have a beautiful big dam at the bottom of 
the property.  
 
Their grazing enclosure was expanded 
during lockdown giving them a bigger 
area to roam, they can often be seen 
exploring the new section and playing 
together under the trees. 
 
Charlie has developed a skin irritation 
which testing has shown us is from an 
insect. It is not life threatening and he is 
being treated daily.  
 
Moomin and Charlie are happy healthy 
and loving life in their big dam and 
enclosure. 
 



     

 51 
 

51 

Khula 
 
Khula came to the Zululand Rhino Orphanage in October 2017 at only 2 
days old. His mother had damaged teats and so he was tiny, skinny and in 
desperate need of milk, nutrition and love! We picked him up and loaded 
him onto a cruiser to bring him under the care of our incredible team of 
rhino carers, as his mother was unable to provide the nutrition he needed 
to survive.  
 
In October 2020, he turned 3 years old, and with a very healthy weight of 
972 kg! Khula’s name means ‘to grow’ which is exactly what our carers 
wished for him when he first arrived, and we are so happy to say that he 
most certainly has grown and is a strong, determined young bull!  
 

Bhanoyi 
 
Bhanoyi turned 2 years old in September 2020 and weighs 870 kg. He has 
been with us since 19th December 2018, when his mother was sadly 
poached, and he was left alone and highly traumatised after the incident.  
 
Bhanoyi is the Zulu name for helicopter, which is what was needed to find 
and save him as he was running around lost on a very thick and hilly area. 
Bhanoyi has formed a strong bond with Khula, and the two of them are 
the big brothers to our newest little recruit, Zimisele. 
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Zimisele 
 
Zimisele arrived at our facility on 
14th January 2020, when we got a 
call to say that a white rhino cow 
had died, leaving behind a 6-
month-old female calf. The mother 
had died of severe septicaemia 
caused by an injury sustained from 
a potential fight with another rhino 
or elephant. The little calf’s 
condition was average, and she had 
a very high tick load but for the 
most-part, she was doing alright for 
the most part. We called her 
Zimisele, Zimi for short, which 
means determination.  
 
She is a strong, feisty, determined 
little girl who knows what she 
wants and is not afraid to show it! She has grown so much in the last few months and so has her attitude! 
She has grown so much in size and personality (read attitude!) over the last year – now weighing in at 700 
kg, she is the baby of the group but she certainly does not take any nonsense from the two older boys! 
Zimi was weaned off her milk in December 2020. 
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The Zululand Rhino Orphanage – Partners and Sponsors 

 
Our partners at Helping Rhinos, led by CEO Simon Jones have been monumental in supporting us over the 
years, but especially throughout 2020 when lockdown hit us hard and we lost our international volunteers. 
Helping Rhinos really carried us through a tough time and helped to keep things running with their 
generous support. Thank you to Vanessa and Jennifer for their hard work in keeping Helping Rhinos donors 
up to date on the happenings at the Zululand Rhino Orphanage. We are so thankful for our relationship 
and look forward to future projects protecting rhino populations.  
 
With the focus to protect, sustain and inspire, Helping Rhinos are frontrunners in the conservation and 
preservation of wild rhino populations through active participation in seeking out opportunities for 
protected area expansion, holistic community empowerment and investing in future solutions. This 
organisation is multi-faceted and they run our rhino adoption programme with 100% of the funding 
coming straight back into our project. You can check out who’s up for adoption on the Helping Rhinos 
website and give someone a meaningful gift of a rhino orphan and their story of getting a 2nd chance!     
 

You can ADOPT 
me on the 

Helping Rhinos 
website! 

CLICK HERE 

https://www.helpingrhinos.org/adopt-a-rhino-orphan/
https://www.helpingrhinos.org/adopt-a-rhino-orphan/
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It goes without saying that all the work that we achieve at the Zululand Rhino Orphanage is thanks to 
enormous amounts of support we receive from donors, partners, volunteers and friends. We were 
continuously overwhelmed by the support that we received throughout 2020, and though we cannot 
mention every single person (there are so many!) we would like to use the opportunity to acknowledge 
some of our donors that made a big impact on our progress in 2020: 
 
Wild Tomorrow Fund – donated R 100, 000 towards the running of the Zululand Rhino Orphanage, and is 
helping to create awareness through contacts such as Shannon Elizabeth and Reclaimed Wildlife donors to 
help protect wild rhino populations on Manyoni, and supported us with an incredible 360 degree 
dehorning vid by HabitatXR. 
 
Shannon Elizabeth Foundation – kindly donated R 80, 000 of funding for wild rhino population protection 
management, APU welfare and rhino orphanage feed funding. 
 
Reclaimed Earth Wildlife – donated $ 500 from a virtual volunteering joint collaboration with Wild 
Tomorrow Fund. 
 
The Expedition Project – has given us exposure through the online tourism panel, video-making and virtual 
volunteering. You can watch Frances speak as a panel member here. 
 
Qualchem – The Currie’s have committed to keeping the Zululand Rhino Orphanage in supply of cleaning 
products, from washing powder to disinfectant to dishwashing liquid. 
 
Council of Contributors – ongoing support in our projects. 
 
Rhove – $ 1, 000 donation made to the Zululand Rhino Orphanage in October from long-time friends, Nina 
Kubicek and Mike Tallon.  
 
Rhino Connect – providing us with milk to feed our orphans. 
 
Vargos Goteo – donating a portion of jewellery sales coming to the Zululand Rhino Orphanage. 
 
Southwick’s Zoo – thanks to Betsey for ongoing support over lockdown, even whilst their facility was 
closed. 
 
Vincent Reid – continuous support through his artwork sales. 
 

https://www.wildtomorrowfund.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5qzra6uv2-TS9tAwJSRKEQ?mc_cid=a83e61a2f7&mc_eid=60eb914c1b
https://shannonelizabeth.org/
https://www.reclaimedearthwildlife.com/
https://theexpeditionproject.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9QLBE_yB-w&feature=youtu.be
https://qualchem.co.za/
https://www.councilofcontributors.com/
https://www.instagram.com/rhoveafrica/?hl=en
https://www.rhinoconnect.co.za/
https://shop.vargasgoteo.com/collections/rhino
https://southwickszoo.com/
https://reidstudios.co.za/
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Zululand Conservation Trust Financials – 2019-2020 Financial Year 
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How YOU can help 
 

FOLLOW > SHARE > DONATE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Banking Details 

 
Details for direct deposits / EFTs 

Bank Account Name: Zululand Rhino Reserve 
Foundation 

Bank Name:  First National Bank / RMB 

Branch:  Florida Road 

Branch Code:  220526 

Bank Account:  62305315386 

Swift Code:  FIRNZAJJ 

 

Details for debit or credit card Donations, South African & foreign 
 
PAYPAL -  https://www.paypal.me/ZulConservationTrust  
PAYFAST - https://www.payfast.co.za/donate/go/zululandrhinoreservefoundation  
 

https://www.paypal.me/ZulConservationTrust
https://www.payfast.co.za/donate/go/zululandrhinoreservefoundation
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From each and every one of us at the Zululand Conservation Trust, we would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to all of you for your 
support towards our cause, no matter how big or small. Whether donating time, money, tools, or equipment, every donation is most 
gratefully accepted by the Zululand Conservation Trust, the communities that we support, and the species’ that we help to conserve. 

 
We are delighted to share our progress to date with you and hope that we ignite the same passion and enthusiasm we feel to strive 

towards making a real, tangible difference to the lives of communities and endangered species in the Zululand region.  
 

Special thanks to Izzy Rowles for her hard work in assisting in compiling and editing this document for us. 

@zululand_rhino_orphanage 

@zululand_conservation_trust 
Zululand Conservation Trust 

https://www.instagram.com/zululand_rhino_orphanage/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/zululand_conservation_trust/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/ZululandConservationTrust/
http://www.zululandconservationtrust.org/
https://web.facebook.com/ZululandConservationTrust/?_rdc=1&_rdr
https://web.facebook.com/ZululandConservationTrust/?_rdc=1&_rdr
https://www.instagram.com/zululand_conservation_trust/?hl=en

