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About the Zululand Conservation Trust
The Zululand Conservation Trust (ZCT) was established in 2011 and 
is committed to the conservation of endangered species whilst 
maintaining and  supporting partnerships with neighbouring 
communities. The aim is to target regional community and 
conservation projects in order to facilitate far reaching impacts 
throughout the greater Zululand region. The ZCT focusses on two 
main types of projects; community upliftment and the 
conservation of endangered species, specifically black & white 
rhino, pangolin and wild dog, including the newly established 
Zululand Rhino Orphanage (ZRO). The ZCT have partnered closely 
with the Manyoni Private Game Reserve (MPGR) which is a 23 000 
hectare park established under the Protected Areas Act (Act No. 57 
of 2003) and is based in northern Zululand, South Africa.



About the volunteer experience

While volunteering with the ZCT you will have the chance to be 
involved in a number of different community and conservation 
projects where you will assist the staff with the day-to-day tasks of 
running these projects and also get involved in some behind the 
scenes conservation and reserve management activities that might 
be happening during your stay. These activities and projects may 
include; assisting with boma cleaning and food preparation at the 
Zululand Rhino Orphanage, K9 training and tracking, wildlife 
monitoring with telemetry equipment (including pangolins and other 
endangered species), camera trap setup and checks, community 
work, night patrols, gardening, general reserve management work 
such as alien plant removal & bush clearing, fence maintenance, fire 
breaks etc. and vegetation surveys & game counts. Please note that 
you may be able to participate in veterinary work that might be 
happening during your stay - at an additional charge. 



AM PM

1
Volunteer departures /                                                        

Camp clean
Volunteer arrivals /                           
Reserve or HQ work

2
Orientation /                                                                                     

ZRO
K9 training

3 Community visit Night patrol

4 K9 training Wildlife monitoring

5 Reserve or HQ work Reserve or HQ work

6 Wildlife monitoring Leisure

7 ZRO Leisure

A typical week with us

There will be early morning starts, very long (HOT) days and manual 
labour. Below is an example of what you could expect to do each 
week. Please note that the program is not set in stone and will need 
to be flexible depending on what is happening at the time of your 
visit. There may also be rainy days where we will not be able to get 
out onto the reserve and admin sessions will be scheduled instead. 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons will be at leisure. We can arrange 
transport to get you into town for a lunch or spa treatment.



Rates

Å Rates will cover accommodation and all activities ς excluding 
veterinary work

Å Rates will not cover flights, airport transfers and food
Å Airport transfers are R2000 per person per trip

Å There is a minimum of 2 weeks stay and dates will be subject to 
availability ς arriving and departing on Mondays only

Å Please note that participants have to be 18+ years old and may be 
required to share a room with another same-sex volunteer

How to reach us

We are situated on Manyoni Private Game Reserve in northern 
KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. The closest airport is in Richards Bay, 
where you can either self-drive through to us or we can arrange a 
transfer at an additional cost. Please note that arrival and departure 
dates are booked for Mondays only.

We will collect all arriving participants from Richards Bay. You will  
have to book your INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT to arrive at 
JOHANNESBURG and then book a connecting flight from 
Johannesburg to RICHARDS BAY. Please confirm your placement 
booking with us BEFORE purchasing any flights!

For arrival, participants can choose to either fly into Richards Bay on 
the SUNDAY and then overnight at a B&B close to the airport OR fly 
into Richards Bay on the MONDAY BEFORE 12:50 PM, if you prefer 
not to overnight on the Sunday. Flights arriving later than 12:50 on 
the Monday are TOO LATE! We will  collect arriving participants from 
the Richards Bay Airport at 13:00 PM on the MONDAY. If you decide 
to fly in on the Sunday and overnight, please make sure that you are 
at the airport no later than 12:30 PM for the pick up. If you have an 
earlier flight on the MONDAY there is a coffee shop at the airport 
where you can safely sit and wait.

For departure, we will  drop off participants at the Richards Bay 
Airport at 11:00 AM on the MONDAY. Please therefore book flights in 
the afternoon as we cannot get you there earlier.



Qualities we look for in volunteers
Å Friendly and 

passionate
Å Prepared to work 

hard and be a team 
player

ÅWilling to do 
physical work and 

get dirty
Å Physically fit and 

prepared to work 
long hours

Å Have a true love for 
wildlife and a 

genuine concern for 
conservation and 

community
Å Have a desire to add 

value during their 
stay

Å Independence, 
including cooking for 

yourself

Accommodation and facilities

We have a newly built tented camp that can accommodate 10 people. 
Each tent sleeps two people and has an ensuite bathroom (toilet and 
shower). There is a fully equipped communal kitchen area. You will 
have access to a fridge, freezer, stove/oven, microwave and washing 
machine. We do not provide food but we will  plan trips to town once 
a week. You can also order fresh produce from the reserve vegetable 
garden. The room is equipped with bedding and bath towels.


